Case: l:13-cv-05546 Document #: 1 Filed: 08/02/13 Page 1 of 29 PagelD #:1 



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ILLINOIS 



JACQUELINE STEVENS, 



113-CV-05546 

Judge Joan B. Gottschall 

Magistrate Judge Susan E. 



Plaintiff, 



v. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF IMMIGRATION 
REVIEW, UNITED STATES CITIZEN 
AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES, 
UNITED STATES CUSTOMS AND 
BORDER PROTECTION, AND UNITED 
STATES IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS 
ENFORCEMENT, 



United States District Court 
Northern District of Illinois 




AUG - 2 2013 



Defendants. 



THOMAS G BRUTON 
CLERK, US DISTRICT COURT 



COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

1 . Jacqueline Stevens (Plaintiff) brings this action under the Freedom of Information Act 
(FOIA), 5 U.S.C. § 552 et seq. for declaratory and injunctive relief to compel the 
disclosure and release of agency records improperly withheld from Plaintiff by 
Defendants, Executive Office of Immigration Review (EOIR), United States Citizen and 
Immigration Services (CIS), United States Customs and Border Protection (CBP), and 
United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE). 

2. Plaintiff challenges the failure of EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE to disclose documents in 
response to Plaintiffs Freedom of Information Act requests. Plaintiff made requests to 
EOIR, CIS, and ICE on June 11, 2013 and made a request to CBP on July 2, 2013. 
Plaintiffs FOIA requests sought all system records, including but not limited to all digital 
recordings, memoranda, notes, reports, email messages and all other system records or 
communications, pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. Defendants have each failed to comply 
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with statutory deadlines and have failed to disclose a single record. Failure to respond to 
a FOIA request within the time frames established by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(A) and (a)(6) 
(B) constitutes a constructive denial of information. Plaintiff asks this court to order 
immediate disclosure of all responsive records. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3 . This court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to FOIA, 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(a)(4)(B), 
and 28 USC § 1331 and 1361. 

4. Venue lies in this district under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B) and 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(e) and 
1402(a)(1), as Plaintiff filed the FOIA request while residing in and doing business in the 
Northern District of Illinois. 

PARTIES 

5. Plaintiff Jacqueline Stevens is a professor of political science and director of the 
Deportation Research Clinic at Northwestern University. The office is in Cook County, 
Illinois. 

6. Defendant EOIR is the federal agency responsible for adjudicating immigration cases, 
and is a component of the Department of Justice (DO J). Defendant CIS is the federal 
agency that oversees lawful immigration to the United States. Defendant CBP is the 
federal law enforcement agency responsible for securing the border, facilitating lawful 
international trade and travel, and enforcing U.S. laws and regulations, including 
immigration laws. ICE is the principle investigative arm of the Department of Homeland 
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Security (DHS) and is the federal agency responsible for promoting homeland security 
and public safety through the criminal and civil enforcement of federal laws governing 
border control, customs, trade, and immigration. CIS, CBP, and ICE are components of 
the DHS. EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE are agencies within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 
552(f). 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

7. Silva Mamigonian is an Armenian national, born on December 24, 1 979 in Armenia, and 
is now the wife of an American citizen, Nshan Simonian, with whom she has two young 
United States citizen children, aged 7 and 10. 

8. Ms. Mamigonian arrived in the U.S. at Los Angeles International Airport on February 3, 
2002. At the airport, Immigration Officer Anna White determined that Ms. Mamigonian 
had presented a passport that was not her own and paroled her into the United States. 
However, after a hearing before an Immigration Judge (IJ) in 2009, the IJ found that Ms. 
Mamigonian did not intentionally present a passport that was not her own, and dismissed 
the charges for falsely claiming citizenship. Us operate within the purview of the EOIR. 

9. Between 2004 and 2010, Ms. Mamigonian filed three applications with CIS to adjust her 
status to lawful permanent resident. CIS denied these applications based on reasoning 
that conflicted with the IJ's findings, and on at least one occasion, without any notice or 
reasons given for the denial. 

10. Between November 7, 2007 and February 3, 2011, CIS and IJs, issued conflicting 
findings concerning Ms. Mamigonian's immigration status. 
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1 1 . On August 6, 2010, ICE took Ms. Mamigonian into custody and released her when DHS 
granted her a stay of deportation until January 201 1 . 

12. Plaintiff Jacqueline Stevens made FOIA requests with EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE, seeking 
all system records, including but not limited to all digital recordings, memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications, pertaining to 
Silva Mamigonian. 

13. Under 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(A), federal agencies have 20 working days in which to make a 
determination in response to a request for records. Agencies may invoke a 10- working- 
day extension under unusual circumstances according to 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(B)(i). 

14. On July 11, 2013, Plaintiff filed FOIA requests by email with EOIR, CIS, and ICE 

seeking all system records, including but not limited to all digital recordings, memoranda, 
notes, reports, email messages and all other system records or communications, 
pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. See EXHIBITS A, B, and C. 

15. EOIR confirmed receipt by mail on June 19, 2013 and invoked the statutory 10-day 
extension under 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(B)(i) and assigned the control number 2013-18103 
to this request. The 30-day time period during which EOIR must make a determination 
under 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(A) and 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(B)(i) expired on August 1, 2013. 
See EXHIBIT D. 

16. CIS confirmed receipt by mail on June 17, 2013 and did not invoke an extension. CIS 
responded using an alternative spelling of "Mamikonyan" and assigned the control 
number NRC2013064198 to this request. The 20-day time period during which CIS must 
make a determination expired on July 16, 2013. See EXHIBIT E. 
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17. ICE confirmed receipt by mail on June 19, 2013 and invoked the statutory 10-day under 5 
U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(B)(i) and assigned the control number 2013FOIA23076 to this request. 
The 30-day time period during which ICE must make a determination under 5 U.S.C § 
552(a)(6)(A) expired on August 1, 2013. See EXHIBIT F 

18. Plaintiff made a FOIA request with CBP through its website on July 2, 2013 seeking all 
system records, including but not limited to all digital recordings, memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications, pertaining to 
Silva Mamigonian. See EXHIBIT G. 

19. CBP confirmed receipt electronically on the same day, July 2, 2013, and did not invoke 
an extension. CBP assigned the File Number 2013F27312 to this request. The 20-day 
time period during which CBP must make a determination under 5 U.S.C § 552(a)(6)(A) 
expired on July 31, 2013. See EXHIBIT H. 

20. Through the date of this pleading, EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE have not disclosed a record 
to Plaintiff or made an adverse determination as to the substance of Plaintiff s FOIA 
Request. 

CLAIM FOR RELIEF 
Defendants EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE Failed to Disclose and Release Records 
Responsive to Plaintiffs FOIA Requests 

21 .Plaintiff repeats and alleges each and every allegation contained in paragraphs 1 - 20 as if 

repeated and reincorporated herein. 
22. Failure to respond to a FOIA request within the time frames established by 5 U.S.C. § 

552(a)(6)(A) and (a)(6)(B) constitutes a constructive denial of information. 
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23. By withholding this information, EOIR, a component of the DOJ, and CIS, CBP, and 
ICE, components of DHS, have violated Plaintiff's rights to DOJ and DHS records under 
5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(3)(A) and (a)(6)(C). 

24. Plaintiff has exhausted all applicable administrative remedies as outlined in 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(6)(C)(i), with respect to the wrongful withholding of the requested records by 
EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE. 

25. Plaintiff is entitled to injunctive relief with respect to the release and disclosure of the 
requested records, under 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(B). 



WHEREFORE, Plaintiff respectfully requests that this court: 

1 . Assume jurisdiction over this matter; 

2. Order Defendants, EOIR, CIS, CBP, and ICE to disclose the requested records in their 
entireties and make copies available to Plaintiff; 

3. Expedite this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1657(a); 

4. Award Plaintiff costs and fees in this action as provided by 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(E); 

5 . Grant such relief as this court may deem just and proper. 
Dated: July 29, 2013 



Requested Relief 



Respectfully Submitted, 



L Jacqueline Stevens 

601 University Place, Evanston, IL, 60208 
iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu 




847-467-2093 
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LIST OF EXHIBITS 



EXHIBIT A 
EXHIBIT B 
EXHIBIT C 
EXHIBIT D 

EXHIBIT E 

EXHIBIT F 

EXHIBIT G 

EXHIBIT H 



Plaintiffs email FOIA request to EOIR, dated June 11, 2013 
Plaintiffs email FOIA request to CIS, dated June 11, 2013 
Plaintiffs email FOIA request to ICE, dated June 1 1 , 201 3 
EOIR'S letter to Plaintiff, acknowledging receipt of FOIA request, 
dated June 19,2013 

ICE's letter to Plaintiff, acknowledging receipt of FOIA request, 
dated June 17, 2013 

CIS's letter to Plaintiff, acknowledging receipt of FOIA request, 
dated June 19,2013 

Copy of Plaintiff s electronically-submitted FOIA request to CBP, 
made on July 2, 2013 

Email from CBP to Plaintiff confirming receipt of FOIA request, 
dated July 2, 2013 
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EXHIBIT A 



t 
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Subject: Request for ROP Pertaining to Silva Mamigonian, #077-997-814 

Date: Tue, 11 Jun2013 19:07:38 -0500 

From: Jackie Stevens <iacqueline-stevens@,northwestern.edu > 

To: EOIR.F01ARequests@nsdoi.gov 

To Whom It May Concern, 

This constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for all system records, including digital 
audio recordings, pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. She has been assigned 
# 077-997-814, her date of birth is December 24, 1979, and she was born 
in Armenia. 

This request includes but is not limited to all memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications 
associated with or pertaining to Ms. Mamigonian generated or received by 
EOIR. This also includes the record of proceedings for her immigration 
hearing(s), as well as any digital or audio recordings of prior 
hearing(s). 

Ms. Mamigonian has signed a waiver, including a certificate of identity, 
allowing me to receive these records. Please find a copy of this waiver 
attached. 

As a scholar, blogger and a writer on immigration law enforcement, I am 
entitled to a waiver of duplication fees because disclosure of this 
information is in the public interest within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The disclosure of this information is "likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government" and is "not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." 

My research encompasses instances of immigration misconduct by the U.S. 
government. I am not seeking these records for financial gain and will 
be using them in my research and reporting on ICE misconduct. 

If you have any questions, I may be reached by email at 

iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu or by phone at 847-467-2093. 



Please send the requested records to this email address or by regular 
mail to: 
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Jacqueline Stevens, Department of Political Science, 601 University 
Place, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 60208. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jacqueline Stevens 
Professor 

Political Science and Legal Studies Board 
Northwestern University 

Director 

Deportation Research Clinic 

Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies 

phone 847-467-2093 
fax 847-491-8985 

Mail 

601 Uni versity Place 
Department of Political Science 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, IL 60208 

i 1 1 -. j '» : ..r '-n • v - i . i 'v' •- j u 1 i i u / vir-.v:^ 
http://stateswithoutnations.bloaspot.com 
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EXHIBIT B 
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Subject: Request for System Records Pertaining to Silva Mamigonian 

Date: Tue, 11 Jun2013 18:06:29 -0500 

From: Jackie Stevens <iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu > 

'It): I IV ' : i. „• ..li»s :.V\ 

To Whom It May Concern, 

This constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for all system records, including digital 
audio recordings, pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. She has been assigned 
# 077-997-814, her date of birth is December 24, 1979, and she was born 
in Armenia. 

This request includes but is not limited to all memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications 
associated with or pertaining to Ms. Mamigonian generated or received by 
USCIS. This also includes any digital or audio recordings of interviews. 

Ms. Mamigonian has signed a waiver, including a certificate of identity, 
allowing me to receive these records. Please find a copy of this waiver 
attached. 

As a scholar, blogger and a writer on immigration law enforcement, I am 
entitled to a waiver of duplication fees because disclosure of this 
information is in the public interest within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The di sclosure of this information is "likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government" and is "not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." 

My research encompasses instances of immigration misconduct by the U.S. 
government. I am not seeking these records for financial gain and will 
be using them in my research and reporting on ICE misconduct. 

If you have any questions, I may be reached by email at 

iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu or by phone at 847-467-2093 . 

Please send the requested records to this email address or by regular 
mail to: 

Jacqueline Stevens, Department of Political Science, 601 University 
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Place, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 60208. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jacqueline Stevens 
Professor 

Political Science and Legal Studies Board 
Northwestern University 

Director 

Deportation Research Clinic 

Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies 

http://www.cics.northwestern.edu/programs/deportationresearch/ 

phone 847-467-2093 
fax 847-491-8985 

Mail 

601 University Place 
Department of Political Science 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, IL 60208 

htt p://www.jacquel.inesteve-iis.org 
htt p://stateswithoutnations.blogspot.com 
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EXHIBIT C 
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Subject: Request for System Records Pertaining to Silva Mamigonian, 077-997-814 
Date: Tue, 11 Jun2013 19:15:32 -0500 

From: Jackie Stevens <iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu > 
To: ICE-FOIA < ICE-FOIA@.ice.dhs.tK)v > 

To Whom It May Concern, 

This letter constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for all records pertaining to Silva 
Mamigonian, date of birth December 24, 1979, alien number 077-997-814. 
Ms Mamigonian was born in Armenia. 

This request includes but is not limited to all memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications 
associated with or pertaining to Ms. Mamigonian generated or received by 
ICE. 

Ms. Mamigonian has signed a waiver, including a certificate of identity, 
allowing me to receive these records. Please find a copy of this waiver 
attached. 

As a scholar, blogger and a writer on immigration law enforcement, I am 
entitled to a waiver of duplication fees because disclosure of this 
information is in the public interest within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The disclosure of this information is "likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government" and is "not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." 

My research encompasses instances of immigration misconduct by the U.S. 
government and was recently used in a New Yorker article "The 
Deportation Machine". It is not primarily in my commercial interest, as 
I do not receive monetary compensation for the information 1 disseminate 
through my blog. 

If you have any questions, I may be reached by email at 

iacqueiine-stevens@northwestern.edu or by phone at 847-467-2093. 



Please send the requested records to this email address or by regular 
mail to: 
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Jacqueline Stevens, Department of Political Science, 601 University 
Place, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 60208. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jacqueline Stevens 
Professor 

Political Science and Legal Studies Board 
Northwestern University 

Director 

Deportation Research Clinic 

Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies 

http://wwwxics.northvvesterii.edu/programs/deportation.research/ 

phone 847-467-2093 
fax 847-491-8985 

Mail 

601 University Place 
Department of Political Science 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, IL 60208 

http : / /www, i acqueiinestevens . org 

j ; i LL' : . u ^\LLLL^l l 'A ;i ' !l '' !s -'! ,, ; : 'i' 1 \i cons 
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EXHIBIT D 
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U.S. Department of Justice 

Executive Office for Immigration Review 
Office of the General Counsel 



5107 Leesburg Pike. Suite 2600 
Falls Church Virginia 22041 

June 19, 2013 
Jacqueline Stevens 

NWU - Scott Hall - Political Science Dept 
601 University Place 
Evanston, IL 60208 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 
SILVA MAMIGONIAN (077-997-814) 

Dear Jacqueline Stevens: 

This response acknowledges receipt of your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request. Your request has been 
assigned control number: 2013-18103. 

If you have filed a fee waiver request, the fee waiver will be addressed in a separate letter. Otherwise, your 
request constitutes an agreement to pay fees that may be chargeable up to $25 without notice. Most requests do not 
require any fees; however, if fees in excess of $25.00 are required, we will notify you beforehand. Fees may be charged 
for searching records at the rate of $4.00/57.00/$ 1 0.25 per quarter hour, and for duplication of copies at the rate of $. 1 per 
copy. The first 100 copies and two hours of research time are not charged, and charges must exceed $14.00 before we will 
charge a fee. 

Ordinarily, FOIA requires an agency to respond within 20 working days after receipt of the request. EOIR 
endeavors to meet this standard, however the FOIA does permit a ten day extension of this time period. Pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B), we are notifying you that due to 'unusual circumstances' an additional 10 day extension will be 
added to the standard processing time since your request either requires the collection of records from field offices, or 
involves a search for numerous documents that will necessitate a thorough and wide-range search of records at 
headquarters. If you care to narrow the scope of your request, please contact our office. 

We will give your request every consideration consistent with applicable law. If you have an.y_fyrther questions, 
please contact the FOIA Service Center at 703-605-1297. 

Sincerely, 

Felecia Springs-Freston 

EOIR# 2013-18103 
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EXHIBIT E 
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U.S. Department of Homeland Secnrity 

National Records Center 

P.O. Box 648010 

Lee's Summit, MO 64064-8010 




^Sp^ U.S. Citizenship 
DffilSiy Immigration 
M§Mr Services 



June 17, 2013 



NRC2013064198 



Jacqueline Stevens 
Dept of Political Science 
601 University Place 
Evanston, H 60208 



Dear Jacqueline Stevens: 



We received your request for information relating to Silva Mamikonyan on June 17, 2013. 

Your request is being handled under the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). 
It has been assigned the following control number: NRC2013064198. Please cite this number in all future 
correspondence about your request. 

We respond to requests on a first-in, first-out basis and on a multi-track system. Your request has been 
placed in the complex track (Track 2). You may wish to narrow your request to a specific document in 
order to be eligible for the faster track. To do so, please send a written request, identifying the specific 
document sought, to the address above. We will notify you if your request is placed in the simple track. 

In accordance with Department of Homeland Security Regulations (6 C.F.R. § 5.3(c)), your request is 
deemed to constitute an agreement to pay any fees that may be chargeable up to $25.00. Fees may be 
charged for searching for records sought at the respective clerical, professional, and/or managerial rates of 
$4.00/$7.00/$ 1 0.25 per quarter hour, and for duplication of copies at the rate of $. 1 per copy. The first 
100 copies and two hours of search time are not charged, and the remaining combined charges for search 
and duplication must exceed $14.00 before we will charge you any fees. Most requests do not require any 
fees; however, if fees in excess of $25.00 are required, we will notify you beforehand. 

This office will be providing your records on a Compact Disc (CD) for use on your personal computer. 
The CD is readable on all computers through the use of Adobe Acrobat software. A version of Adobe 
Acrobat will be included on the CD. Your records can be viewed on your computer screen and can be 
printed onto paper. Only records 1 5 pages or more are eligible for CD printing. To request your 
responsive records on paper, please include your control number and write to the above address Attention: 
FOIA/PA Officer, or fax them to (816) 350-5785. 

USCIS no longer collects Social Security Numbers in connection with FOIA or PA requests. When 
forwarding to us any documents related to your request, please ensure any Social Security Numbers on 
the documents are blanked out or removed. 

The National Records Center (NRC) has the responsibility to ensure that personally identifiable 
information (PII) pertaining to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) clients is protected. 
In our efforts to safeguard this information, we may request that additional information be provided to 
facilitate and correctly identify records responsive to your request. Though submission of this 
information is voluntary, without this information, your request may be delayed while additional steps are 



www.uscis.gov 
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NRC2013064198 
Page 2 

taken to ensure the correct responsive records are located and processed. Further, if we are unable to 
positively identify the subject of the record we may be unable to provide records responsive to your FOIA 
request. 

You may check the status of your FOIA request online, at www.uscis.gov . Click on "FOIA Request 
Status Check" located on the left side of the web page under "Other Services", and follow the instructions. 
If you have any questions concerning your pending FOIA/PA request, or to check the status of a pending 
application or petition, please call The National Customer Service Center at 1 -800-375-5283. Please be 
aware that the National Records Center no longer accepts FOIA/PA related questions directly by phone. 

AH FOIA/PA related requests, including address changes, must be submitted in writing and be signed by 
the requester. Please include the control number listed above on all correspondence with this office. 
Requests may be mailed to the FOIA/PA Officer at the PO Box listed at the top of the letterhead, or sent 
by fax to (816) 350-5785. You may also submit FOIA/PA related requests to our e-mail address at 
uscis.foia@uscis.dhs.gov. 



Sincerely, 




Jill A. Eggleston 
Director, FOIA Operations 
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EXHIBIT F 
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U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, DC 20536-5009 




'■$M&mt: an d Customs 
Enforcement 



fe, U.S. Immigration 



June 19,2013 



JACQUELINE STEVENS 
NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY 
601 UNIVERSITY PLACE 
EVANSTON, IL 60208 

Re: 2013FOIA23076 

Dear Ms. Stevens; 

This acknowledges receipt of your June 1 1, 2013, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

request to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), for all records pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. 

Your request was received in this office on June 19, 2013. 

Due to the increasing number of FOIA requests received by this office, we may encounter some 
delay in processing your request. Per Section 5.5(a) of the DHS FOIA regulations, 6 C.F.R. Part 
5, the Department processes FOIA requests according to their order of receipt. Although DHS' 
goal is to respond within 20 business days of receipt of your request, the FOIA does permit a 10- 
day extension of this time period. As your request seeks numerous documents that will 
necessitate a thorough and wide-ranging search, DHS will invoke a 10-day extension for your 
request, as allowed by Title 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(6)(B). If you care to narrow the scope of your 
request, please contact our office. We will make every effort to comply with your request in a 
timely manner; however, there are currently 8813 open requests ahead of yours. 

Provisions of the Act allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. We shall charge you for 
records in accordance with the DHS Interim FOIA regulations as they apply to non-commercial requesters. As a 
non-commercial requester you will be charged 10-cents a page for duplication, although the first 100 pages are 
free, as are the first two hours of search time, after which you will pay the quarter-hour rate ($4.00, $7.00, $10.25) 
of the searcher. We will construe the submission of your request as an agreement to pay up to $25.00. You will 
be contacted before any further fees are accrued. 

We have queried the appropriate program offices within ICE for responsive records. If any responsive records are 
located, they will be reviewed for determination of releasability. Please be assured that one of the processors in 
our office will respond to your request as expeditiously as possible. We appreciate your patience as we proceed 
with your request. 
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Your request has been assigned reference number 2013FOIA23076. Please refer to this 
identifier in any future correspondence. You may contact this office at (866) 633-1 1 82. 
Our mailing address is 500 12th Street, S.W., Stop 5009, Washington, D.C. 20536-5009. 



Sincerely. 




Catrina M. Pavlik-Keenan 
FOIA Officer 
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To Whom It May Concern, 

This constitutes a request under the Freedom of Information Act 
("FOIA"), 5 U.S.C. § 552, for all system records, including digital 
audio recordings, pertaining to Silva Mamigonian. She has been assigned 
# 077-997-814, her date of birth is December 24, 1979, and she was born 
in Armenia. 

This request includes but is not limited to all memoranda, notes, 
reports, email messages and all other system records or communications 
associated with or pertaining to Ms. Mamigonian generated or received by 
CBP. This also includes any digital or audio recordings of interviews. 
Ms. Mamigonian has signed a waiver, including a certificate of identity, 
allowing me to receive these records. Please find a copy of this waiver 
attached. 

As a scholar, blogger and a writer on immigration law enforcement, I am 
entitled to a waiver of duplication fees because disclosure of this 
information is in the public interest within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 
552(a)(4)(A)(iii). The disclosure of this information is "likely to 
contribute significantly to public understanding of the operations or 
activities of the government" and is "not primarily in the commercial 
interest of the requester." 

My research encompasses instances of immigration misconduct by the U.S. 
government. I am not seeking these records for financial gain and will 
be using them in my research and reporting on ICE misconduct. 

If you have any questions, I may be reached by email at 
jacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu or by phone at 847-467-2093 . 

Please send the requested records to this email address or by regular 
mail to: 

Jacqueline Stevens, Department of Political Science, 601 University 
Place, Northwestern University, Evanston, IL 60208. 

Thank you very much for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 
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Jacqueline Stevens 
Professor 

Political Science and Legal Studies Board 
Northwestern University 

Director 

Deportation Research Clinic 

Buffett Center for International and Comparative Studies 
http://www.cics.northwestern.edu/programs/deportationresearch/ 

phone 847-467-2093 
fax 847-491-8985 

Mail 

601 University Place 
Department of Political Science 
Northwestern University 
Evanston, IL 60208 

http://www.iacquelinestevens.org 
http://stateswithoutnations.blogspot.com 
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Subject: Request Acknowledgement by U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

Date: Tue, 2 Jul 2013 14:07:33 -0400 

From: < cbpfoia@cbp.dhs.gov > 

To: <iacqueline-stevens@northwestern.edu > 



Dear Jacqueline Stevens, 

File Number 2013F27312 has been assigned to your request with temporary file number 1 1650. 
In all future correspondence regarding this request please reference File Number 2013F273 12. 

Regards, 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection 



